GD Managers Meeting in Shepherdstown

Water Break Out Session—Report Out
Managers from all three GD regions, as well as guests from WRD (specifically Pierre Glynn and Steve Ingebritzen) engaged in a fruitful discussion about the water theme in the USGS Science Strategy.  Conclusions were as followed:
· GD contribution to this part of the SST could be, and should be, HUGE

· GD is currently active in the majority of the strategic actions identified by the SST
· The Concept of a Water Census as laid out in the SS could be a major driver, but our group thought it very important that the bureau needs to define a “unifying concept” behind the census to make it succeed.  Right now it is vague.  GD should be working with WRD to come up with the concept.
· A National Water Census would include:
· Snapshot

· Trends

· Integration of national databases (e.g., streamgage, GW, geophysical, remote sensing)

· Water budgets would be obtained through:

· Geologic frameworks/basin analysis

· Storage analysis

· Watershed modeling

· Understanding Processes.  It seemed to the group that it is critical to be able to translate geologic properties into hydraulic properties, such as porosity and  hydraulic conductivity, and it is critical to understand the effects of sediment transport and geomorphology on surface water flow and Ground Water/ Surface Water interaction
GD Successes—The group noted that there have been quite a few real successes which could be looked to as excellent examples:


· 3-D geologic framework studies in Atlantic Coastal Plain, Rio Grande Basins, Santa Clara Basin
· Iterative input of framework studies into a variety of modeling and data acquisition efforts

The discussion centered on a variety of tools necessary to achieve 3-D frameworks and these involved:

· Gravity

· InSAR

· Modeling

Priority areas for research that were discussed were:
· Coastal regions (drivers are subsidence, saltwater intrusion, climate, and land use)

· Deep saline systems

· Large aquifer systems

